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Overview

NET ZERO HOME PROGRAMME SUSTAINABLE VENTURES X SCHNEIDER ELECTRIC

Schneider Electric has partnered with Sustainable Ventures to pioneer 
a collaborative approach to achieve the Net Zero Home of the future. 

We are looking for leading start-ups and SMEs to work with us to turn 
this vision into a reality by collaborating to scale-up and achieve mass-
market deployment of cutting-edge sustainability innovations.
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Schneider Electric provides energy and automation digital solutions to achieve 
efficiency and sustainability, combining world-leading energy technologies, real-time 
automation, software and services into integrated solutions for Homes, Buildings, 
Data Centers, Infrastructure and Industries. 

For the past 15 years, Schneider Electric has been committed to decarbonising itself and its customers 
through innovative offers and strategic alignments. The success of these initiatives will allow the 
company to move up its carbon neutral goal to 2025 and work towards a net-zero supply chain by 2050. 
Schneider Electric takes a collaborative approach to carbon and environmental solutions with products, 
solutions and services that can be utilised by companies at all stages in their sustainability journey.

Sustainable Ventures was established in 2011 with a vision of the world in which the 
twin challenges of climate change and resource scarcity are addressed by commercial 
solutions. 

Since then we have launched, invested in and provided support services to over 150 sustainability and 
cleantech companies. We have created a unique ecosystem of support underpinned by our Workspaces 
sites (Europe’s largest cluster of sustainability and cleantech start-ups), with a network of over 450 
entrepreneurs and innovators at its core. Our support helps start-ups and SMEs to grow and successfully 
bring their solutions to market, creating lasting sustainability impacts. 
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Our Vision of the Net Zero Home

NET ZERO HOME PROGRAMME SUSTAINABLE VENTURES X SCHNEIDER ELECTRIC

Around one in every four homes globally has a Schneider Electric 
product installed in it, with over 250 million homes served across 100 
countries worldwide. This positions Schneider Electric as the global 
leader in final distribution. 

Schneider Electric and Sustainable Ventures see that the home of the future is 
changing, driven by rapid technology development and sustainability ambitions, 
meaning that the ideal Net Zero Home will be smarter, connected and more efficient 
than ever. 

Consumers will have unparalleled control over household functions, from heating 
and lighting to energy generation, consumption and storage. Aspects such as mobility 
will be further integrated into the home, with ambitious targets for electric vehicle 
ownership having implications for home electricity consumption and management. 
Consumers will be looking for more ways than ever before to keep costs down and 
maintain reliability, with previously unseen pressures placed on the grid. Distributed 
energy generation is becoming increasingly important at a household and community 
level, providing cheaper, greener and more reliable sources of energy when paired 
with adequate storage capability – opening up the possibility for energy trading 
between households. Balancing the grid will become a necessity, with the possibility 
to harness households’ capability in doing so, creating new revenue streams and 
savings. Appliances and utilities throughout the household will be highly optimised 
through IoT capability, driven by the need to maximise performance efficiency and 
consumption of green energy. 

The Net Zero Home is the first step on the road to creating Net Zero Communities. 
In order to meet these challenges and ensure that we are best placed to achieve this 
goal, we want to work with cutting edge innovators to find pioneering Net Zero Home 
and plant to plug solutions.

NET ZERO HOME PROGRAMME
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The Programme
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We’re looking for leading start-ups and SMEs in the Net Zero Home 
space to undertake trials and proof of concepts (PoCs) with Schneider 
Electric, to explore the potential impact of their technology in helping 
us achieve the Net Zero Home. 

Schneider Electric is in a privileged position to scale-up and achieve mass-market 
deployment of sustainability and cleantech innovations – in the UK alone we have 
over 10,000 electricians and installers that we have trained and work with. Our 
network and presence in this market creates an unparalleled opportunity for cutting 
edge innovations to reach their full market potential.

Companies that successfully make it through the selection phase will work with 
Sustainable Ventures over a period of 3 months during Phase 1 to design and cost 
trials, before putting their business case forward for trial funding to Schneider 
Electric. Sustainable Ventures will give companies membership access to our flagship 
Sustainable Workspaces site (Bankside, London) complete with coworking space, 
event space and testing facilities. Successful companies will also receive a £5,000 
cash grant to remunerate them for their involvement in this first phase.

In summary you’ll receive: 

• £5,000 cash grant; 
• Free membership to Sustainable Workspaces’ flagship coworking site; 
• Support from the Sustainable Ventures team in designing and costing trials/

PoCs;
• The chance to participate in fully-funded trials/PoCs with Schneider 

Electric, to allow for the mass-market uptake of your innovation; and 
• Exposure to Schneider Electric, their vision for the Net Zero Home and an 

extensive channel network. 

NET ZERO HOME PROGRAMME
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What We’re Looking For
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We’re excited about the range of innovations related to making 
the Net Zero Home a reality, as well as associated community and 
infrastructure level solutions.

We have provided a selection of target themes below, however, this list is non-
exhaustive and applications for other relevant solutions are welcomed. 

Target themes:  

• Energy storage – household/community
• Energy generation – household/community 
• Energy distribution 
• Grid services – demand side response/frequency response 
• Virtual Power Plant
• Energy efficiency 
• Energy optimisation 
• Heating & lighting efficiency/optimisation
• Centralised control & optimisation – household/community
• EV charging – household/community 
• EV charging management & optimisation – household/community 
• Smart home & IoT 
• Software, data & analytics – household/community 
• Technology integration approaches.

Requirements:

• Technology – your innovation must be TRL4 and above, i.e. past the ‘ideas’ 
phase with proof of concept established, at minimum. 

• Team -  you must have an established team and the capability to manage and 
implement trials with Schneider Electric if successful. 

• Availability – you must be available to attend the workshop, pitch day and 
demo day (dates below) as well as participate in the three month programme 
(mix of in-person and distance delivery, approximately 3 days per month). 

NET ZERO HOME PROGRAMME

Application Process

We’ve created a short application form for you to tell us about your business and how 
you’d like to work with Schneider Electric available online at :
www.sustainableventures.co.uk/net-zero-home  

All submissions must be completed online and are due by the 17th June - application 
assessment will be undertaken on a rolling basis until competition close. Please send 
any supporting information (e.g. pitch decks, business plans) to:
netzerohome@sustainableventures.co.uk clearly stating your company name and 
date of online application submission in the subject line. 

Short-listed applicants will be invited to attend a Net Zero Home workshop at 
Sustainable Workspaces (Bankside, London) on the 7th of July to learn more about 
Schneider Electric and the programme, before attending a pitch day on the 8th of 
July, to pitch for a place in the programme. 

Companies accepted onto the programme will be notified by the 17th July before 
programme commencement on the 3rd August. The programme will run for three 
months, with a Demo Day held on the evening of the 29th October, attended by 
Schneider Electric UK&I President Mike Hughes, the UK&I Innovation Team and Global 
Innovation Team. 

If you have any questions on the application process or programme, please get in 
touch with us through netzerohome@sustainableventures.co.uk with the subject 
line ‘Enquiry’.

Competition 
Open

11th May 

Competition 
Close

17th June 

Pitch day
selection

30th June

Net Zero Home 
workshop

7th July

Pitch day

8th July

Top 3 companies 
selected

Mid July

Programme
start

3rd August

Demo day
(evening)

29th October
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